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ADVERTISEMENT. 


The Bi exemplification of the Principles of 
3 tis not publiſhed by any ſectary; or to ſerve 
any cauſe but that of TRUE RELIGION AND PEACE, in 


oppoſition to the Iniquities of 7. e Ran, and 
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PRINCIPLES 


PRAYER, 0 


Mosr Alcrable Creator and ances of the 
world! we beſeech thee, of thine infinite mercy, 
enable us ſo to conceive of thy glorious nature, that 
with all ſuitable reverence, we may addreſs ourſelves 

unto Thee Thou haſt furniſhed our minds with 42 

capacity for receiving impreſſions of thy righteouſ- 

neſs and truth; and through the bleſſed agency of 
thy Son, our immaculate Saviour, thou haſt taught 
us the divine privileges of prayer, apkigving and 
: praiſe! Hy 


We would not, on this. occaſion, approach thy 

Sacred Throne with the language of empty formality, 
or becauſe we are bidden, of offending and preſump- 
tuous men, to pray; but we would put up our ſup- 
plications unto Thee, as thoſe awfully awakened to a 
ſenſe of their ſins and their dangers have ever been 
wont to do!—We deſire, with profound humility 
and abaſement of ourſelves 2 to acknowledge our un- 
7 wortbineſs, 2 
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nd; = our manifold n againſt Thee: | 
they have been ſuch as to have degraded our reaſon- 


able nature, and have rendered us individually ob- 


- noxious to thy divine difpleaſure!—Thou haſt gra- 
ciouſly condeſcended to convince us of the enormity 


of our-tranſgreflions, and the imminent dangers at- 
tendant upon us in a ſtate of impiety. We ſupplicate; 


therefore, with unfeigned contrition, thy merciful 


5 pardon of our ſins which are paſt; and that we may 


“C receive with meekneſs the ingrafted word 85 of thy. 


85 falvation for the time which is to come. 


By thy exemplary Tk: which are in the 
earth, we are fearfully admoniſhed, O Lord, that 
_ though Thou haſt mercifully nouriſhed and brought 
up innumerable children, for the gracious purpoſes of 


wiſdom 2nd univerſal happineſs, yet they have revolted 
and rebelled againſt Thee! They have ſet at nought 


- thy counſel, and have violated the facred precepts of 


thy ſovereign authority! Thou haſt fed, of thine infi- 7 


nite bounty, the rational workmanſhip of thy hands, 


and haſt repleniſhed all, from the boundleſs bleſſed- 


1 neſs of thine eternal providence! But inſtead of cul-. 


tivating thoſe affections, which, for their felicity and 
thy glory, Thou hadſt ordained, they have engendered. 


Wrath as Cain, and have choſen © the gainfaying of 


Korah.“ Therefore, O moſt holy and Omnipotent 


Being! before whom all depravities and all ſorrows 
are e Known; ; and from whom are the judgments of re- 
demption 


e 5 1 
Aeon to eternal life; : We beſeech Thee, took down A 
with mercy, on the moral death and wretchedneſs of 
the nations We preſume not to palliate thoſe na- 
tional crimes, of thy accountable creation, which have 

been impiouſly wrought before Thee: perfe&ly 


known unto Thee are all the motives of all men, and 


the inmoſt receſſes of their hearts, throughout all ge- 
nerations. Thou ſeeſt the ev il leaven of malice and of 
iniquity, the combinations of corruption, which pre- 
vail in the governments of the earth, and which have 
difffuſed iniquity through the ſubordinate ranks of the 
people! They have continually coveted with an evil 


covetouſneſs; they have exchanged a perfect hatred _ 


here Thou hadſt commanded love: they have com- 

paſſed ſea and land for vengeance, for the deluſive gain 

of oppreſſion, and for opportunities of violence againſt 

_ their fellow beings, and againſt Thee!—They have 

profeſſed thy ſanctions for blood, and have carried 
with them, through the world, a blaſphemous anti- 

dote nt the e of my glorious | name! 


When we conſider alſo, 0 merciful Father, the 
unhallowed doctrines, the impious corruptions of 
thy truth, the hypocriſy, idolatry, and ſlavery, 
vvhich have been inculcated, by the pretended teachers 
of thy undefiled religion; by men who have ob- 
ſcured the image of thine eſſential glory in the ra- 
tional underſtanding men who have ſeduced the 
unwary to ſenſuality and violence, and have thereby 
ph | | LIE ns 
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Main the ſouls of f thy tle, as before” the altar!— 
When we conſider the peſtilential influence, which 
has been derived from them, to ſtrengthen the pur- 
poſes of a corrupt dominion, among the kings and 


tyrants of the earth; and when we mournfully reflect 
on the ſanguinary conſequences which have flowed 


from all theſe, —our holy indignation, and horror of 
1 8 8 0 God, TOE be n out unto Thee! 


Thou haſt rh upon the ſins of the people, 


the lamentations of old: That “ the whole head is 
cc ſick, and the whole heart faint from the ſole of the 
ce foot, even unto the head, there is no ſoundneſs in it; 
e but wounds, and bruiſes, and putrifying ſores.“ — 
Thou haſt pronounced thy ces, not only upon the 


crown of pride—not only © upon him who buildeth a 


town with blood*'—but upon all them who call 
ee evil good, and good evil who put darkneſs for 
e light, and light for darknefs—who juſtify the wicked 

< for reward, and take away the righteouſneſs of the 
© righteous from him.“ Thou haſt pronounced thy 5 


woes upon the world, becauſe of offences; and em- 


phatically bs ng that man by whom the offence 


c cometh:”— Thou haſt fixed them on the heads of 


all « nden, and phariſces, hypocrites, and on 
* them who decree unrighteous decrees.*” 


But we“ thank Thee, O Father, Lord of heaven 
and earth,” that though, as a puniſhment for fin 
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and forgetfülnels of Thee, Thou haſt hid the beauty 
of thy truth from the hardened and impenitent,— 
from the tyrant, and the voluntary ſlave; yet Thou art 
cauſing the light of thy righteouſneſs, to ſhine upon 
them who ſeek Thee: Thou art giving them the un- 
ſpeakable privilege to © look into thy perfect law of 
liberty and fo teach men ſo!” And we humbly 
pray Thee, that multitudes of every nation, kindred, 
people, and tongue, may ſo look, and ſo become taught; 
that not being forgetful hearers, but doers of thy 
word, they may be © the ſalt of the earth,” and | 
: bleſſed 1 in their deeds for ever! : 


3 Penetrated as we whe: and as we deſire ſtill more to 
be, with a ſenſe of the perfect equality of thy judg- 
ments and mercies, preſent and eternal; and that 
Thou haſt made of one blood, all nations to dwell | 
on the face of the earth;” we preſume not to 
invoke thy vengeance upon any of our fellow-men! 
We dare not interpoſe our preſumptuous wiſhes, 
_ againſt thoſe who are called our enemies; or pray 
for thy blefling upon any of the weapons of deſtruc- 
tion! — This, as Chriſtians, we cannot do: and, as 
thine offspring, preſerve us, O fountain of love, from 
the deformity of ſuch a diſpoſitioa!—Teach us to 
conſider our adverſaries, and all the inhabitants of the 
_ earth, as our brethren, in a common relationſhip to 
. thee, the Univerſal Father! Teach us, in all reve- 
rence of thy peternal authority, and under the influ» 
cnc 
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ence of thoſe affections which thou haſt commande 4 , 
for thy family, to refrain from promoting all aggra- 


vation and revenge! Teach us to know, that their 
conſequences are chargeable on the aggreſſors, in 


common with thoſe who are driven to the cruelties 

and madneſs of deſperation Teach us of this land, 

in a peculiar manner to know, that wwe have no mo- 
ral pretenſions of appeal unto thee, againſt the im- 
pieties of any country, till (in the penitence of ſack- 
cloth and aſhes) we ſhall have ceaſed from that infernal 
e, & n in _ and . men!“ 


bine us a 45 and mall awful ſenſe of the gal = 


of F ſhedding human blood! That it is not the proper 
price of differences in human opinion, upon the 
ceconomy of human governments! — That it is not 
the proper penalty of the offences of reaſon, againſt 


the pride and arrogance of ambitious men! Impreſs, 


we befeech thee, the whole human race, with a clear 
diſtinction between that righteous government which 
zs of thy ſpirit, and that graſping vindictive dominion, 
which © pride, fullneſs of bread, and abundance of 
4 jdlenefs,” have rendered the curſe of nations! 


We would addreſs THEE, O God, as the Sovereign 
Legiſlator of the Univerſe! We would unfeignedly 
_ profeſs our belief in THEE, as the King Eternal and 
Immortal, though Inviſible, —as that adorable Being, 
before whom all the kingdoms of the earth are fee- 

ble; 


ww Y 
ble; and all the kings of the earth, in compariſon of 
thy truth, are leſs than nothing and vanity We 
would acknowledge, from the heart, our abſolute 
duty of a dependence upon thy providence, in the 
moſt trying moments !— That all the blandiſnments 
of human warfare are but the inſtruments of in- 
ſiquity; and that the conſecrated banner of thy riglj- 
teouſneſs and peace, which Thou haſt commanded to 
be univerſally ſet up, is the only ſanctuary of immor- 
tal beings!— In a perfect reliance and integrity of 
heart, we would commit ourſelves unto thy protec- 
tion; —we would place, for time and for eternity, 
our whole dependence on Thee; and though we ſhould 
die, we would die at thy feet!—But we have abun- 
dant cauſe of aſſurance in thy divine veracity !—and 
evermore to reſt in the doctrine, that © in thy pre- 
cc ſence there is life; and that, in all the poſſibilities 
of things, the filial reverential © fear of Thee is as a 
0 Jones 9 li fe, to preſerve from 1 ſnares of death. 


Thy power lone i isa fare and 8 ber 
5 Wherever meekly acknowledged, by individuals, or 
by nations of men, it will be found the munition of 
rocks, and the refuge of eternal hills Why, then, 
(diſregarding Thee) ſhould the heathen rage, and 
the people imagine a vain thing,“ for ſafety? —The 
rulers of this world, in renouncing thy authority, are 
in perpetual trouble: they lead on the people to de- 
| ſtruction, to © die without any regarding it!“ — They 
ES 70 


: 1 12 1 
dare, indeed, to confeſs T Jy E e while they im- 


pute Atheiſm to their fellow- ſinners; but they make 


themſelves drunken with ungodlineſs; and while they 


pretend to vindicate the holy Chriſtian religion, 
they reverſe the ſanctity of all its laws, and live as 


without Thee in the world! Thus they profeſs to 


* honour Thee with the lip and with the tongue, but 


cc their hearts are far from thee!” Thus they deſtroy 


in themſelves, and as far as their influence extends, 
all reſemblance of thy truth Diveſting themſelves of 
every thing amiable 1 in brotherly kindneſs, they widen 
the breaches of diſcord, and provoke each other to mad- 
neſs: they claim a ferocious kindred with the beaſts 


of the deſert, and with the tygers of the wilderneſs! = 


| Moſt merciful God, of purity and of peace! in the 
conſideration of ſuch a miſerable ſtate of our fellow- 

| beings, and conſcious as we are of our own defection 
from © the ways of thy commandments;” how ſhall 
we addreſs Thee in the language of acceptable inter- 
ceſſion? What can we bring before Thee in ſacrifice 


(if facrifice could avail with Thee) that the continua- 


tion of thy righteous judgments may be averted from 


us, and from the unhappy millions of human kind? ; 


But Thou haſt already faid, that external ce ſacrifice 
and offerings, Thou wouldeſt not: We muſt 


tremble to plead the voluntary ſacrifice of our dear 
Redeemer, (the juſt for the unjuſt!) for the rulers of 


all nations, which have named the name of Chriſt, 


45 . have 


4 13 >| 


ive not departed from iniquity; they " have done : 
ce deſpite to the Spirit of Grace; they have cruci- 


© fied the Son of God afreſh—have put him to open 


© ſhame—and have treated the ſanctifying blood of : 
= 5 the . as an unholy thing! . 


We would acknowledge, with deep ER that 


we alſo have dreadfully forſaken the Chriſtian pre- 
cepts, and thoſe © reproofs of thy inſtruction, which 
Fare the way to life.” We have not ſufficiently 


| ſoughr, to bear our i againſt the evils of 


the day in which we live; a teſtimony flowing | 


from the purity of our own hearts; whereby we 


might have been as lights in the world, and inſtru- 
mental, in thy hand, for the purpoſes of publick vir- 
tue and holineſs! Therefore it is, that i in this hour 


of national apprehenſion and diſtreſs, we are included 


in the guilt, ch it is is che purpoſe of thy calamities 


to o puniſh. 


755 - Ponds us, thou only ſource of mercy and of ſtrength, - 
deeply afflicted as we are with our impotence and 


demerits, to ſubmit ourſelves to every ſuffering, 
which, according to thy good pleaſure, may await 
us: And more eſpecially permit us to implore with 


acceptance, that a moſt powerful, awakening ſenſe 
of fin and tranſgreſſion, may ſeize upon the wicked of 


all nations, who are now engaged in the carnage we 


7 deplore —4 carnage, beyond the power of our con- 5 


ception 
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: ception hortible; and which, while} it is in \ self an 
auful puniſhment upon them who fall, muſt alſo be 
dreadfully atoned for by the unhappy individuals | 
who cauſe it At is Thou, and Thou alone, who, look- 
ing down with compaſſion, on the wretched devices 
of the rulers, and the ſanguinary fury of the deluded 


multitudes,—can'ſt ſtrike them dumb with filence, 


and with univerſal terror! Thou, and Thou alone, 


canſt effectually confound all the counſellors and 


leaders of deſtruction and melt, into a ſuſceptibility . 
of feeling, the barbarous ferocity of their ſlaviſn 
| hoſts! Thou alone canſt © take from them their ſtony £ 
= Ws and give them an heart of fleſh!”? = 


For fuck an interpoſition of ha ſacred fat, we beg 


_ permiſſion moſt fervently to ſupplicate Thee, O God! 
and that in the * name of our Lord and OS 
Saviour Jeſus Chriſt: 


By the mediatorial aid of that . teacher, 


= whom we deſire to receive as the High Prieſt and 
| Biſhop of our ſouls, we would alſo fervently invoke 
Thee, for the introduction of that reign of righteouſ- 
neſs and peace, in which * the lion and the lamb ſhall 
lie down together,” in the harmony of thy hea- 
venly kingdom!—in which “ all nations ſhall beat 


their ſwords into plough-ſhares—their ſpears into 


„ pruning-hooks—and learn war no more!” For, 


in the renewed contemplation of thy adorable nature, 
„„ Dot as 


THF 


a 


as revealed to us, and as inſtamped with lively evi- 


dences on the tablets of our minds, we cannot but 


continue to aſcribe unto Thee the gracious origi- 
nal deſign of everlaſting felecity,—not merely to an 
elected few, but to all the myriads of angels and of 
men! Though angels may have fallen from their 
ſpheres and men may have counteracted the privi- 
leges of their birthright, ſo as never to have gained 
an earneſt of inheritance in 2% celeſtial munificence; 
though multitudes in all nations, and in all ages, may 
never have diſcerned, according to thy ſpirit, the 
tranſcendent beauty of thy moſt benignant govern- 
ment; — yet haſt Thou given us faith to believe, that 
in time, as well as in the boundleſs riches of eternity, 


725 Purpoſes will be ___ U 


bin AL x, as O God, under cheſe ſo- 
lemn impreflions of thine infinite mercy, permit us to 
render unto Thee, all we can of glory, honour, and 
praiſe; that henceforward we may live continually 
before Thee, as in a new creation of the love of Jeſus | 
Chriſt our Lord, and in the reverent acknowledge- 
ment of all thy glorious attributes!!! Amen. 
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